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Ontario Sheep Farmers’ mission is to enhance 
producer returns and provide consumers with safe 
premium lamb. Through the implementation of 

the strategic plan, the organization works towards this goal. 
Advocacy is one of the strategic objectives in the plan and the 
purpose of this is to ensure that, as a board, we stay focused 
on advocating on behalf of sheep farmers to ensure the 
industry’s voice is heard on issues that impact your business, 
your returns, and your ability to provide consumers with safe 
premium lamb. 

For the past year, one of the issues that has required a 
strong industry voice has been on the request for a review 
of the business risk management (BRM) suite of programs 
-which includes Risk Management Programs (RMP) in 
Ontario - and ensuring that the programs need to work for 
farmers.  

Both the NSN (through the CFA’s AgGrowth Coalition) 
and OSF (through Team Ontario) have been focused on 
the business risk management (BRM) review. Initially, the 
lobbying effort focused on the need for a comprehensive 
review of the BRM programming under the next policy 
framework, now known as the Canadian Agricultural 
Partnership (CAP). BRM programs have not been reviewed 
in 15 years, and the commodity associations believe that the 
programming is not working effectively to secure investment 
and growth and has not kept up with the needs of the twenty 
first century business of farming. 

While successful in 2017 in getting the commitment from 
the Federal Provincial Territorial agriculture ministers to 
review the program, it took a while to get the External Review 
Committee established and get the work started. The result 
is that some work has been done, but there is clearly more 
work to do. Given this, commodity organizations continue to 
lobby for a continued mandate for a national BRM review that 
focuses on consideration of fiscally responsible alternative 

options and tools to transform existing programs. Working 
together with government, industry is also looking for an 
analysis of the effectiveness of these options in managing 
price, margin and production risks on the farm.  This lobby 
effort will be heightened in the weeks leading up to the July 
Federal Provincial Territorial agriculture ministers’ meeting. 

The review process could consider alternative 
programming options and tools that better align with core 
farming risks.  For example: 
•  Price insurance programming such as the US PLC and 

Alberta’s spring price endorsement; 
• Revenue insurance such as the US ARC program; 
• Margin Insurance such as a reformed AgriStability or GARS; 
• Producer directed programs such as AgriInvest; and 
•  Options and tools for production risk – especially for 

livestock. 

Files like this are complex, with progress and direction 
being fluid. Ontario’s former agriculture minister, Jeff Leal, 
has been a vocal supporter of a comprehensive national 
review of BRM programming. However, with the June 
provincial election and an expected change of government, 
its unclear at this point if the new government’s focus and 
support will continue to the extent it has been. 

OSF is committed to continue to work on this important 
file and be a part of the lobbying efforts to make the necessary 
changes to the programming so it will work for sheep farmers. 
OSF is reaching out to its BRM working group members to 
ensure that there is a clear understanding of the type of risks 
that sheep farmers are concerned about, and what kinds of 
programming producers would use. OSF’s goal is to ensure 
that the review results in a suite of programming that can 
help us address and manage the risks that farm businesses are 
facing today, and that we can have a vibrant sheep industry to 
meet the growing demand for premium lamb.  OSN
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